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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Hindt Pradtp (Allahdbid), for May, states that 900 covica- 
The Bengali contempt natives can bear every wrong and ; 
— oppression except religious interfer- 
ence. They are excluded from the higher ranks of the public 
service. Their trade and industries are on the decline. The 
police oppress them to their hearts’ content. They are ill- 
treated by railwav officials, but still they travel by the railway. 
They pay many taxes which severely press on them. They 
silently bear all these evils, but it is not safe to interfere in 
their religious matters, as is evident from the mutiny of.1857. 
Their religion, such as it is, had better be left alone. There is 
no doubt that the strong and wide-spread agitation in 
- favour of Baba Surendra Nath is due to religious considera- _ 
tions. ‘Natives are fully aware that the High Oourt is the $y 
greatest guardian of their liberty and rights, but. they could — se 
not but condemn its action in summoning a‘ Hindé idol. 
The proceeding was objectionable and established a mischiev- 
ous precedent. Even the most sacred idols at Matra, 
Ayodbys, &., may now be summoned »Y courts. - Moreover, 
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the question is, what necessity Mr. Justice Norris had for 
sending for the idol? Could he ascertain the age of the 
idol by simply looking at it? Could an examination of 
the idol throw any new light on the civil suit pending before 
him? Far from frankly acknowledging his mistake, he says 
that he had consulted the two parties to the suit and the Court 
Interpreter before ordering the idol to be brought to court. 
But the assent: of an interested person is of no value. He 
looks to his own interests and is blind to everything else. As 
regards the Court Interpreter, it is notorious how subservient 
office subordinates generally are. Mr. Justice Norris should 
not have attached the least value to the interpreter’s opinion 
in such a matter.. The Pradip then refers to the importance 
of public criticism, and observes in the end that it does not 
mean that the comments of the editor of the Bengdli were 
trae and unobjectionable, but that it did not become the 
dignity of the High Court to punish such a respectable 
man after he had tendered an apology. 


The same paper, in another article on the same subject, 

remarks that it must be admitted that 
- the comments of B&éba Surendra Nath 
were couched in rather strong language, but that he by no 
means deserved two months’ imprisonment for this. The 
sentence is not in accordance with law and justice, but seems 
to be due to race feeling excited by the Jurisdiction Bill. 
It is a matter of profound regret that even High Court Judges 
are not free from race feeling. The Babu’s punishment has 
in no way affected his position, but, on the contrary, it has 
considerably raised him in the estimation of his countrymen 
and placed him in the foremost rank of native patriots. 
His case is a cause of deep concern to us, inasmuch as it is 
feared that ary other editor may be exposed to the same fate in 
future. It may be proposed that editors should refrain from 
the use of strong language in order to avoid this fate, but the 
difficulty is that readers are not satisfied with ordinary lan- 
guage, nor is the latter so effective as the former. 
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~The Bharatendu (Brindéban); for June, states that it is 
necessary for European Judges to 
make themselves acquainted with na- 
tive customs and manners, in order that they may be able 
to'administer justice satisfactorily. But the difficulty is that 
they look down on natives: with: contempt as a barbarous 
people, and do not care to acquire an insight into their cus- 
toms. When even women, who are aecustomed to live behind 
the screen, and many men of rank and position have been 
exempted from attendance in civil courts, can a court be 
jastified in summoning an idol which is worshipped by Hin- 
dus as a god? We do not see much difference between 
breaking idols, as was done by Aurangzeb, and dragging 


The same. 


them to courts by force. Could not Mr. Justice Norris decide 


the civil suit pending before him without examining the 


idol, or could he not have the idol examined through a com- 
mission consisting of some trustworthy Hindus? No Govern- 


ment servant should ever outrage the feelings of any class of 


Her Majesty’s subjects. It is well known that Hindus often 


- waged war against MusalmA4ns simply for the protection of their 
religion. ‘The mutiny itself was due to religious causes. Ina 
country like India, where evil rumours spread like wildfire and 
are readily credited by the people, anything which is opposed to 


popular prejudice cannot but be regarded as dangerons to 


the public peace. What fault did B&bG Surendra Nath 
commit if he denounced Mr. Norria’s proceeding in question 
in accordance with the wishes of the people, in order that he 

might be more careful in future? If editors are sabjected 


to such ill-treatment for small things, the liberty of the 


press may be justly considered to be at av end. The 
Bhératendu quotes some extracts from Hindu religous books 
to show that the sending for of the idol to court by Mr. 
Justice Norris was opposed to Hindu religion. (The Brdh- 
man (Cawnpore), for June, takes the pleaders of both the 
parties to the civil suit in question and the Court Interpreter 
to task for their assenting to thie bringing of the idol to 


; ~) bs , es eee Ie ’ *. 
7 me , ~* oS wge - ~ GEOR LOGO, OP I ~~ 
eS EME EEO LINGLE LLL LLL LVOE DILL LIELE AA ALE IEIE SA LAL Laetaaittinaatiaeel . 


~ 
a” 
, j . . p 
ERE LOCALE POLO OEE LOLITAS LOG EES ge, ECC UT AO PIE RB MERA RENMS Om eoemerers nese 
ee ee 


Cireulation, 
450 copies, 


Circulation, 


450 copies. 


( $16 ) 


eourt. In regard tp the pase of Baba Surendra N&th, the. 
Brdhman is of opinion that he has been so severely punished 
because he is a native. The comments made by Mr. Taylor 
on a Judge of the High Court were more severe than those 
of the Babu, but in the case.of the former the Court was satia- 
fied with the mere tender of an apology by him). 


‘The Kohet-Nér (Lahore), of the 16th June, states that the 
Major Baring’s resigna- departure of Major Baring will be a 
tion of office. great loss to the Government of India. 
Although during his tenure of office he has had occasion 
to deliver only one speech in the Legislative Council on a 
matter which was not immediately connected with his own 
department, namely, his speech on the Bengal Tenancy Bill, 
it is an open secret that he has been Lord Ripon’s mentor 
and right hand in all matters; and this is the reason why the 
present Government has been generally designated the 
Ripon-Baring Government. It is believed that even the 
celebrated local self-government scheme was based on a 
report which the Financial Minister had prepared with a view 
to curtail public expenditure. It is a matter of deep regret 
that the interests of a country which forms an integral portion 
of the British empire should be sacrificed to those of a foreign 
country. But the orders of the Home Government must be 
carried out. Now, our only prayer is that an able and good- 
hearted man like him should be appointed in his place. The 
Civil and Military Gazette thinks that it would be a good 
thing if Sir John Strachey were again sent to this country. . 
But looking at his past administration, we could not but view 
his advent with grief. (The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 
17th June, urges that a memorial should be established at 
the capital of each province in honor of Major Baring from 
public subscription). 


The Koh-i-Nér (Lahore), of. the 20th June, publishes the | 


iol te of a Native proceedings of a meeting held at the 


i to. the 7 Chief 
na ee _ Tribune gffice at Lahore on the 17th 
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.idemn, under the auspices of the Indian ‘National Society, ‘to 


advocate the appointment of a ‘N ative J udge to the Panjab | 


Chief Court, Nawéb Abdu-l-Majid Kh&n,' Honorary Assistant 
Commissioner, presided on the o¢casion. A long speech was 
delivered by the editor of the Koh-i-Ndér in favour of the 
proposal. He was followed by several other speakers. Tho 
meeting resolved to submit a memorial to Government on the 
‘subject, and a sub-committee was formed' to draw up the 
-‘Inemorial. 7 
The same paper refers to a quarrel that lately took place 
between Bhagwant Kishor, munsif, 
“ee Pigg <n and Thakur i. pleader, - Hoshifr- 
ee ‘pur. The former is said to have ad- 
dressed some harsh terms to the latter in court. On this 
the pleaders, at Hoshiérpur held a meeting to consider the 
subject, and decided to send a notice to the munsif stating 


that if he apologized, well and good, otherwise legal measures — 


would be taken against him. He forwarded the notice to 
the Deputy Commissioner, who made it over to the Jadicial 
Assistant, with orders to prosecute the pleaders for unpro- 
fessional conduct under Act XVIII. of 1879. The case is to 
be heard on the 30th June. (The Aahbar-t-Hind (Lahore), of 
the 30th Jane, also refers to the quarre), expresses regret that 
quarrels between the bench and the bar have lately become so 
frequent, and advises the munsif.and pleader to settle the 
matter amicably. ) 


The Dabdaba-i-Qaisart ( Bareilly), of the 16th June, 
eee oe states that, in accordance with the 
quired for the use of pat- orders of the Government of India, 


f a ee -'s 
rane ee the the printing presses at jails have been 


tion pf gon d he leon abolished for the benefit of private 
newspapers. presses since April last. The Govern- 
ment of these provinces, thinking that ‘work might be more 
economically done at private presses than at the Government 
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native presses through district officers. This excited great 
hopes in the minds of the proprietors of private presses. 
But unfortunately all this ended in nothing. On the con- 


trary, private. native presses have been deprived of the aid 
which they already received from Government. The district 


officers have had the forms, required for the use of patwéris, 


printed at local presses for the last three years, The 
presses did the work well and charged very moderate rates. 
But now the Director of Agriculture and Commerce has 
made over the whole work only to one or two presses, and 


‘thus other presses have been unjustly prevented from shar- 
ing the patronage of Government (vide page 413 of the 
. Selections from Vernacular Newspapers for the week ending 


the 19th May, 1883). The Qatsart proceeds to complain 


that native presses have been also deprived of another source 


‘of income. Some time ago the courts of law published 


proclamations about the sale of property in execution: of 
decrees in local news;:apers under section 289 of the Civil 


Procedure Code, but they have lately discontinued doing so, 


altbough the practice is still in vogue in other provinces. 
- The publication of snch proclamations not only brought some 


-money into the pockets of the proprietors of local news- 
papers, but the estates intended for sale also fetched better 


prices than they otherwise would. (The Tahztbu-l-Asér 
.¢Sitapur), for January, published in June, also condemns the 
-mahing over of the entire printing of forms, required for the 
use of patwaris, to the Oudh Akhbdr Press ; remarks that this 
arrangement will press severely on the other private presses 
in Oudh, which chiefly depended on the income, derived from 


the printing of such forms, for their support, and asks Govern- 
ment to reconsider the matter, ) 


The Shula-i-Tér (Cawnpore), of the 19th June, urges 


"” Appointment of native that Government should appoint some 


of the sick in the interior Dative doctors in each district, who 


of the — ~. ghould travel like vaccinators fropr 
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- village to village treating sick persons, At present rio 


mtedical aid is forthcoming in the interior of the country. 


A correspondent of the Aftdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 
The Settlenrent “Office 18th. June, complains that the Mu- 
at Jagédhri, Umballa. harrirs employed in the Settlement 
_ Office at Jagidhri have not received their pay for the last 


' four or five months, and that they arein great distress in. 


consequence. 


The Aftdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 18th J une, states . 


that it is rumoured that a native asso- 
Proposed prosecution .. : | 

of theeditor of the Eng- ciation at Krishnagark is about to 
a institute a prosecution against the 
editor and some correspondents of the Englishman who, have 
been abusing natives for some time past, and remarks that 
Anglo-Indian contemporaries will not refrain from indulging 
in abuse and invective until some such action is taken against 
them by natives. ‘ 


The Rahbar-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 21st June, gives the 
Peer accel number of Hindu and Musalmén can- 
cent Panjab University didates who passed the late Panjab 
— University examinations, and remarks 
that if the results of the examinations held in Oriental 
languages are excluded from the computation the total 
number of successful Musalmén candidates was 28 against 
123 Hindus, and that if those results are taken into consi- 
deration the figures were 32 and 123. We have always held 
that Musalmans have no religious prejudice against the ac- 
quisition of English education, but that they have become 
idle and that they do not seek education of any kind in con- 
sequence. It is to be regretted that our countrymen do not 
emulate the Hindus in acquiring education while they fool- 
ishly complain that Government does not show equal indul- 
gence to them in the matter of employment in the public 
service. We must. first deserve and then desire. The Mu- 


hammadan associations that desire that their couutrymen 
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decree. The crops belonging to his neighbours were also 
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should have an equal share of the loaves and fishes of Gov- 
ernment. with Hindus should first endeavour to encourage 
the spread of education among them. 


The Rahbar-t-Hind (Lahore), of the 18th June, referring 
to the vagrancy law in force at Madras, 
urges that the law should be extended 


Increase of vagrancy. 


to the whole country in order to check the increase of beggars. 


A correspondent of the same paper argues that, when 
tahsfldérs and their subordinates go 


Travelling allowance 


and supply of camp-equip- on tour, they should be entitled to 
age to tahsildérs and . 
their subordinates in the ‘travelling allowance and should be 


Panjab. 


also allowed necessary camp-equipage, 
such as tents, &c. There seems to be no reason why they 
should be denied these just concessions. 


The same paper gives the substance of a lecture delivered 
Lecture delivered at by Lal& Deva Réj, student at the 
pong nig. ls Bh gee Hoshiarpur school, and son of Lélé 
native industries. Sélig Ram, R&i Bahadur, Honorary - 
Magistrate, on the 14th April last, on patriotism. In the 
lecture the boy urged upon his countrymen the importance 
of using articles of Indian manufacture, especially cloth, to 
encourage native industries. The lecture had so great an effect 
on the audience, that about fifty students and other persons 
immediately took a vow to use no cloth-except that manu- 
factured in this country. The Patriotic Society of Hoshiarpur 
have resolved to print a large number of copies of the lecture 
in vernacular, and to send them to native chiefs, other persons 


of rank and position, and particularly to students throughout 
the country. 3 


The Bhdérat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 15th June, refers 
to a case of execution of decree to 
: ‘show the evil results of the use of 
‘Urdu as the court language. A court attached the crops of a 
judgment-debtor, who was a cultivator, in execution of a 


. Hindi versus Urda. 
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attached by mistake. One of the neighbours submitted a 


petition to court praying for the restoration of. his pachis 
man pukhta gandum, t.e.,25 maunds of wheat by the standard 
weight. His claim was supported by the evidence of his 
witnesses. When the Judge sat to write his jadgment, he 
read pachts man pukhta gandum as pachis man bejhar gandum 
'i.e., 25 maunds of mixed corn and wheat, and asked the peti- 


tioner’s pleader what it was. The pleader also misread it like 


the judge. The court rejected the petition on the gronnd that 
the petitioner referred to mixed corn and wheat in the petition, 
while his witnesses made no mention of mixed corn. The 
poor man had thus to suffer great loss. Such instances are 
not unfrequent. If the Hindi character were substituted 
in place of the Urdu character, no such misunderstanding 
would ever arise and the people would be protected from loss. 


The Akhhd-u-l- Akhydr (Lucknow), of the 16th June, states 
that the ex-King of Oudh had assigned 
iene — Nawab Fay pees sediichnes to 
drasah Emén! at Lucknow. +14 school called the Madrasah Sulténi, 
and urges that Government should now make over the build- 
ing to the Madrasah Im4ni, which is the‘old Madrasah Sul- 
tint. As the ex-King himself i is alive, an enquiry may be 
made from him on the subject. 


LEGISLATION. 


The Almorad Akhbdr, of the 18th June, gives an abstract 
Te or On of the North-Western Provinces and 
vinces and Uudh Local Qudh Local Boards Bill, and makes 
Boards Bill. : 


Magistrate himself will be generally the president of the 
district board. According to section 30, a district, board is 
to send a copy of every resolution passed at a meeting with- 
in ten days from the date of the meeting. This is the first 
hint to district boards for making the district officers their 


some observations on one or. two 


matters, Referring to the provisions of sections from 13 to 
2%, the editor remarks that there is no doubt that the District 
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presidents. Sections 38 to 43 describe the control which is to be 
exercised by Government officers over boards. - Besides the 

Local Government, boards will be under the control of the 
Commissioner and the Magistrate. The editor would say 
nothing against the powers given to the Commissioner, but 

he considers the powers bestowed on the Magistrate by sec- 

tion 40 to be rather too large. If the Magistrate can pro- 

vide for the execution of any work and realize the cost from 

the board, where is the independence of the board? Is this 
not a second hint to boards to select Magistrates for the 

office of chairman, in order to avoid such unpleasant conflicts 
with the latter? The most: amusing thing is that if the Ma- 
gistrate is the president of the district board, he will be able 
to exercise no such powers. The powers given to the Local 
Government are almost unlimited. It will have, so to speak, 

the power of life and death in regard to boards. Section 45 
empowers the Local Government to make necessary rules 
from time to time for the guidance of boards. Section 46 
provides that the Local Government will publish a draft of. 
the rules; which it desires to make under section 45, and 
consider comments. that may be made by the public. This 
is as. it should be. 


The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 14th June, in com- 
' The Panjéb Local Self- menting on the Panj&b Local Self- 
Government Bill. Government Bill, remarks that, if the 
Bill is passed in its present shape, there will be no real self- 
government in accordance with the wishes of Lord Ripon. 
Although Deputy Commissioners may not be appointed pre- 
sidents of district committees and boards in some places, 
they will virtually exercise the powers of president. As the 
Bill empowers Deputy Commissioners to interfere with the 
proceedings of committees and boards which they do not ap- 
prove of, the new arrangement cannot be eaid to differ much from 
that which is at presentin vogue. The members of a com- 
‘mittee will be as unwilling to express an opinion, which is 
not likely to find favour with the Deputy Commissioner, in 
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future as they are now. We do not: mean that boards 
should be made absolutely independent. District officers 
should be, as it were, patrons of boards, and should assist the 
latter with-friendly advice, but they should by no means have 
the power to interfere with their proceedings. The Bill cannot 
be said to have been framed in accordanco with the Panjab 
Government’s Resolution of September last. That resolution 
did not contemplate the giving of so much power to deputy 
commissioners in the matter of control. The fixing; of term 
of office of members has been left to the Local Govern- 
ment, This is another serious fault in the provisions of the 
Bill. The question of term of office is an important one, 
and should be decided by the Legislature. The powers 
given to the T.ocal Government in the matter of appointment 
and removal of members are rather too large. Popular opi- 
nion should have been allowed more weight in the matter of 
selection of members. The Bill provides that not less than 
one half of the members of a committee or board shall be 


landholders. The question is what sorts of landholders are 
meant by the Hon’ble Mr. Barkley? Does he mean such 


zuildars and lambard4rs as are already members of district 
committees? It is notorious that education has made little 


progress among landholders in the Panj&éb. Care should 


be taken to admit only educated and intelligent landholders 
to committees and boards. If incompetent men are selected, 
the scheme will fail. 


The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 15th June, states 
Supply of copies of Bills that it would seem that Government 
to native editors. has: supplied copies of the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh Local Boards Bill and Munici- 
palities Bill to those native editors whom it desired to consult. 
We have received no copies, and therefore we do not think it 
necessary to express our opinion about the Bills. We are 
also surprised to see that no Hindi editions of the Bills have 
been. printed. When: the Government does not appreciate 
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the Hindi character, it cannot be expected to appreciate Hindi 
newspapers. 


NATIVE STATES. 


Circulation, The Niru-l-Anwdr (Cawnpore), of the 16th June, argues 
inate that the Government of India should 
Proposed Chénda Rail- 
— not compel the Niz&m to construct the 
Chanda Railway, whose cost has been estimated at no less 
than seven Krors of rupees. ‘The State is already in debt, 
and manages to. make both ends meet with difficulty every 
year. If the Niz4m incurred such heavy liabilities on 
account of the proposed railway, he would undoubtedly be re- 
duced to great straits from financial pressure, and would have 
to part with a portion of his territory in order to clear his 
debts. All his subjects are opposed to the construction of 
the railway from borrowed money. The use of any undue 
pressure by Government in the matter would not only cause 
dissatisfaction in Haidarab4d, but also in other parts of the 
country. Government should leave the question to the 
discretion of the Niz&m, but if it considers the immediate Ay 
execution of the project to be necessary, it should clearly / 
show that necessity. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 17th June, briefly 

refers to the circumstances under 

acl cok t ted eae which Dr. Aghor Nath, the Principal 

on er of the Haidarab&d College, and a Parsi 

gentleman have been banished from the State by the Darbér, 

condemns their banishment as unjust, and calls upon the 

Government of India to interfere on their behalf. 
Circulation, 


500 eopies. The Aftdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 15th June, is sorry 
| ie dk os to state that it appears from news- 
| of the police at Haidaré- papers that the conduct of the police 
| | oe at Haidarabad has lately become very 

bed. Constables are charged with practising theft and rob- 
| bery, and committing indecent assaults on women in public 
_ streets and thoroughfares. In the time of Sir Salar Jang 
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Haidarfbad was generally regarded as a model State, but 
things have come to this pass within so short a time after 
his death. There is little hope of the establishment of good 


government in the State during the minority of the Nizim 
without the aid of the Government of India. 


The Nusratu-l-Akhbdr (Delhi), of the 16th June, publishes 


Full religious liberty & Communication from a correspondent 


2 Whigach, Khalchipur, about R&éjgarh, Khalchipur, and Nar- 


and Narsinghgarh. singhgarh, three small Native States 
in Central India. The writer had occasion to visit the States 
in April last. In Khalchipur, Musalmdns are not allowed 
to proclaim the summons to prayers loudly in their mosques. 
The R4jé has allowed a class of people, called Bagri, who are 
notorious thieves and robbers, to settle in his State, and takes 
a portion of their spoils from them. The Rajas of R&jgarh and 
Narsinghgarh are young and inexperienced Chiefs, and are 
under the evil advice of the Raja of Khalchipur. The 


grandfather of the present Rajé of Réajgarh became a 


convert to Isl4m, and built a large mosque in a garden 
in the State. Balbhadra Singh, the present Raj&, has 
unjustly appropriated the furniture belonging to the mosque 
to his own use. The Vazir and the brother-in-law of the Raja 
of Narsinghgarh during a late visit to Rajgarh were put up 
at the mosque in question, where they ate pork and drank 
spiritious liquors, The Musalmfns protested in vain. Hin- 
dus enter the mosque with their shoes on. The R&jé intends 
to build a room on the roof of the mosque for private use. 
It is rumoured that the Chief of Khalchipur has even advised 
the Raj& to place gunpowder in the cells under the mosque 


and then to secretly set fire to it in order to blow up the 
mosque. The Government of India should interfere and warn 


the Raja against wounding the feelings of Musalmfas, other- 
wise a serious outbreak may occur some day. As Réjgarh is 
‘situated near Bhup4l, the Musalm&ns in the latter State are 
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outbreak. 
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The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 16th June, on the 
The Panjéb Northern ®¥thority of a man who. had occasion 
State Railway. to travel by the Panjéb Northern 
State Railway, complains that-men and animals have to travel 
in the same tracks from Vazirébad to Kathéla. Men and ani- 


‘mals should be placed in separate trucks ;. and the trucks in- 


tended for the use of the former should be provided with. 
coverings, in order to: protect them from the inclemencies of 
the weather. There are no sheds at the ferries on the Jhelam 
for the use of passengers on their way to Pind D&dan 


Khan. 
LOCAL. 


The Brahman (Cawnpore), for June, complains that the 


The water of the Gan- dirty water of a hide factory ’ which 


ges at Cawnpore spoilt by has lately been established at Cawn- 


dirty water of a : . : 
ver Pest lately estab. POre, Sometimes finds its way into the 


lished there. Ganges and spoils the water of the 
river. Thisisasource of great inconvenience to the Hindus 
who are accustomed to bathe in the river. The Municipal 
Committee should see to this. 


The Bhdratendu ( Brindaban), for Fune, in its local news 
Levy of octroi from Column, complains that pilgrims have 
pilgrims in Muttra. their luggage examined by octroi 
officials at several places between the Muttra railway station 
and Brindéban, and have to pay several annas on account 
of octroi. : 


The Arya Darpan (Shébjahaénpur), for May, publishes. a 
ls ok communication from a correspond - 
from Meerut to England ent at Meerut. The writer refers 
oe See to the recent departure of Bébu 


Khushbakht Ré&i, the proprietor of the Muir Gazette and the . 


Lyall Gozette, and a Hindu of the AgarwAla caste, to England 


4p 
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* for education, praises Sir Alfred Lyall, Mr. Colvin, Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Wright, Collector, and Lieutenant-Colonel Plow- 
den, Cantonment Magistrate, Meerut, for the aid they have 
rendered to him, and hopes that Sir Alfred Lyall will en- 
courage some other Hindus to go to England. 
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